RENAISSANCE  AND   REFORMATION

a part of his owne there presently among them, which made
the lookers on more sport than all the players besides55. One
of the plays acted in Morton's palace when More was there
was almost certainly Fulgens and Lucres by Henry Medwall,
chaplain to the Cardinal. The play is the earliest known
drama in England that can be called purely secular. It is
significant that it is based on a translation of a Latin hu-
manist dialogue written in Italy, and is thus the first link
between the English drama and the Italian Renaissance.
Crude as it is, its double plot and combination of serious and
comic elements foreshadow in a remarkable way the practice
of Shakespeare and the great Elizabethans. The develop-
ment of the secular and courtly drama in Henry VIIFs reign
seems to have been largely due to the influence of More and
his circle. Most of the best extant plays of the period were
printed by John Rastell, More's brother-in-law. Rastell
himself was author of a play called The Four Elements, full of
allusions to contemporary learning and reflecting the en-
thusiasm of More's circle for education in its prologue, which
contains a plea for the writing of learned books in English,
so that

All subtell science in Englysshe might be le-rnyd.

Such plays as The Four Elements, though entirely secular,
retained the allegorical form of the late medieval "morality"
plays. The group of clever and amusing farces, based
partly on French originals and ascribed to John Heywood,
who married RastelPs daughter, mark a still further emanci-
pation from medieval tradition. In several of these plays the
characters are no longer abstractions but contemporary
types, the greedy, rascally Pardoner, the cozening Friar, the
honest layman Johan Johan or Neighbour Prat. It is not
impossible that More himself may have written these farces;
it is at least highly probable that he had a hand in their com-
position.

Poetry as well as learning and the drama awoke as from,
a long sleep, at the court of Henry VIII. The old court
poetry of the degenerate Chaucerian school had reached its
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